SUCCESSFUL USE OF GOLD IN TWO CASES OF 
NERVOUS DISEASES. 

By J. ALEXANDER WADE, M. D., 


Danbury, Conn. 

T HE two following cases, successfully treated with 
arsenauro, are of interest from the unusual array 
of symptoms presented, their long standing and 
obstinate refusal to yield to any sort of treat¬ 
ment, and I consider it my duty to present them to your 
many readers for their consideration, with the hope that 
their history may enlighten the labor and relieve from 
an embarrassing position some pi ofessional brother who, 
like myself, becomes nonplussed in the treatment of 
such cases. 

It will be noted that the first case in particular is 
unique in so many of its phases, the disease so tardy in 
yielding to the treatment varied so often by myself as 
well as by the many other physicians under whose care 
she has come from time time during the last ten years, 
and the complete recovery which followed the use of the 
remedy used makes it, I am confident, a valuable addi¬ 
tion to the therapeutics of such cases. 

Mrs. A., American, married, 34 years of age, the 
mother of one child, came to me with a history of ex¬ 
tremenervousness ever since the period of puberty, i.e., 
since she was 14 years old. The menstrual function 
was unaccompanied by any irregular symptoms, nor 
could I find that the condition present was due to any 
diseases or reflexes, either from the uterus or ovaries, 
while a very critical examination of these organs showed 
them to be perfectly normal. 

She said that she had had innumerable doctors, had 
tried almost all remedies, both regular and irregular, in 
spite of which she had gradually but surely grown 
worse. I found that seven years ago she had had an 
attack of paralysis, hemiplegia, since which time there 
have been frequent attacks of loss of sensation and heal¬ 
ing. She first came under my care in December, 1893, 
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and from a neurotic standpoint it was as pitiable a case 
as ever came under my observation. 

After a very careful and minute examination, occupy¬ 
ing several visits, I made the diagnosis of neurasthenia, 
complicated with a severe form of hysteria. The treat¬ 
ment was varied at different times, and I ran the gaunt¬ 
let of nearly all of the remedies laid down in the text 
books for this complication. Nerve sedatives were given, 
such as valerian, asafoetida, sumbul, bromides, chloral, 
sulfonal, and the like, conjoining them with tonics like 
iron, arsenic, strychnia, phosphorus, the hypophosphites, 
etc., in many forms and combinations, while I also at¬ 
tended carefully to the clothing, diet, exercise and 
amusements, but at best I was only enabled to give my 
patient temporary relief. 

During the following three months she developed 
many of the various motor, sensory and psychical phe¬ 
nomena, such as convulsive seizures, with retention of 
urine, hiccough, vomiting, while a phantom tumor of 
the abdomen existed, associated with flatulent distension 
of the intestines. 

The sensory phenomena were loss of sensation on one 
side, usually the right, though sometimes the left, loss of 
taste, smell or hearing. At other times there would be 
extreme hyperesthesia, with pain in the stomach and 
exquisitely painful abdomen. 

There was also hysterical clavus neuro-mimesis, in¬ 
tense pain over the heart, and globus hystericus. 

The psychical phenomena were lack of will power, 
verv excitable, easily moved to tears or laughter. 

During the attacks of the greatest severity she would 
compose readily, music, which was beautiful in its char¬ 
acter, though when in her normal condition she did not 
know one note from another, and could hardly raise a 
tune. In this state she would repeat long poems, some¬ 
times originating them herself, at other times quoting 
from the leading authors. A careful examination, when 
in her normal condition, revealed the fact that she knew 
nothing of these performances at the time when they 
were enacted, she could not make the simplest rhyme, 
nor did she remember of ever having read any of the 
many authors whom she so freely quoted. 

About nine months ago, in consulting with Dr. Wile, 
of this city, in reference to this case, he recommended 
me to use arsenauro. 

I commenced using it at once, giving my patient five 
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drops three times a day, which dose has never been in¬ 
creased. 

The course of this case was uneventful. The im¬ 
provement was apparent within a week after commenc¬ 
ing the remedy, and my patient gained in health, weight 
and happiness, and was discharged, cured, about two 
months ago. 

I have frequently seen her since, and she informs me 
that there has been no return of any of the symptoms ; 
in fact, to use her own language, “ Doctor, look at me ; 
I’m as strong as Sampson.” 

My second case was that of a merchant, Mr. A., aged 
about 45, father of a family, all in fairly good health. He 
had long been suffering from tetany, and when I was 
called in, in August, 1893, I found the patient in a bi¬ 
lateral tonic spasm in both arms and legs. 

In this case the usual remedies were exhausted, in¬ 
cluding the bromides, chloral, belladonna, hydrochlorate, 
hyoscyamine, etc., with baths, friction, careful attention 
to diet and secretion. The attacks would occur with 
intervals of from two to six weeks. 

Three months ago I placed my patient on arsenauro, 
and since that time he has been free from all attacks. 
He has grown in weight, and he tells me he feels decid¬ 
edly better. 

In this case I commenced with five drops three times 
a day, increasing it to eight drops. 

This case I have still under my observtion, but am 
certain that arsenauro has given me by far the best re¬ 
sults of the many drugs that I have used. 


The Gravity of Hysteria. —I)r. G. Elliot. {N. Y. Ned. Jour., 
September 29, 1894.) Hysterical manifestations indicate an abnormal 
condition of the nervous system, and the condition will be aggravated if 
the patient is not properly treated. Prolonged or frequently repeated 
attacks may inflict permanent and serious damage upon the nervous sys¬ 
tem, and as a consequence a tendency to functional disorders of the 
nervous system may be transmitted to the children and grandchildren 
of the patient. Serious symptoms and even death may be caused bv 
hysteria. ' 'FREEMAN. ’ 



